


It is with a mix of emotions that we’ve prepared this 
Spring newsletter. It is the last to be issued from our 
temporary home in New Lynn, where we’ve been  
based over the last two years during the Lopdell 
Precinct redevelopment. This has been a highly 
productive time for new initiatives, so we’ll miss our 
Totara Ave neighbours, although we know these 
relationships will travel with us into the future.  
This newsletter also carries news of the opening of  
our new Titirangi gallery, Te Uru, and the first exhibitions 
and events we’ll hold there, so this is also a time of  
great excitement and anticipation. By the time you  
read this, our move back to Titirangi will be well 
underway and we’ll be counting down the days to Te 
Uru’s opening on Saturday 1st November.
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One of our opening exhibitions is Te Hau a Uru: A 
message from the west, which pays homage to local 
iwi, Te Kawarau a Maki, and introduces our new name.  
We also open with the exhibition They Say Ten 
Thousand Years by Amy Howden–Chapman, who is  
the current McCahon House artist in residence. For 
the first time, a Portage Ceramic Awards judge, this 
year Takeshi Yasuda, is bringing a selection of his own 
work for us to exhibit. We’re also proud to have this 
year’s Portage Ceramic Awards launching as part of 
our first week of activities, bringing the event back to 
home turf in Titirangi where it was founded in 2001.  
It remains an important calendar fixture for both Te Uru 
and the ceramic community, so we’re glad to give it  
a good run this year, right through the holiday  
period until February. 

I’d like to thank our funders, sponsors and supporters, 
who’ve helped keep us running over the development 
period, especially our members, who’ve played a 
vital role in developing our organisation since the 
establishment of Lopdell House Society in 1985.  
To ensure an invitation to a special opening event, 
make sure you sign up or renew your membership  
with the form at the back of this newsletter.  
We’ll also be in direct contact soon with details of  
our next AGM, taking place soon after we reopen.

While we can’t wait to show you our new building and 
opening exhibitions, we’re even more eager to see how 
Te Uru evolves in the months and years that follow.  
The involvement of our community is what really 
defines who we are, and we look forward to seeing 
how that evolves in years to come.

Andrew Clifford, Director
Te Uru



2

T E  U R U 
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EW
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O P EN I N G  WEEKEN D
Ki nga iwi o nga hau e wha
Nau mai, Haere mai 
Ki te whare toi o Te Uru 

To the people of the four winds
Come, welcome
To the art gallery of Te Uru 

After two years of construction, and many more years 
planning, Te Uru Waitakere Contemporary Gallery is 
pleased to announce that we’ll open our new building 
on the morning of Saturday 1st November.  
 
Starting with an official public ceremony, there will be  
a day of special events throughout the Lopdell Precinct 
and further activities across the weekend. At long last 
you can explore our exciting new spaces, enjoy our 
exhibitions and programmes, and visit our precinct 
colleagues in the adjacent Lopdell House.

Follow Te Uru on Facebook, Twitter and e-newsletters 
for updates and details on events happening 
throughout the Lopdell Precinct on opening weekend, 
which includes talks, performances and an opportunity 
to gain unique insights into the building with a tour of 
Te Uru by Mitchell & Stout Architects.

Saturday 1 & Sunday 2 November
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The literary festival dedicated to celebrating  
New Zealand/Aotearoa authors, celebrates its 19th 
anniversary in 2014 and incorporates a variety of word-
based events including: a literary weekend that brings 
New Zealand writers and performers from around the 
country to discuss writing and the world of ideas;  
a New Zealand theatre season; a poetry slam;  
and related art exhibitions and events for youth.

28 August – 14 September 2014  
www.goingwestfest.co.nz

Museums Aotearoa is New Zealand’s professional 
association for public museums and art galleries.  
They hold a national conference annually, as well  
as regional forums. We’re delighted that we’ll be 
hosting delegates as the venue for the Auckland 
regional meeting on 28th November, and look  
forward to proudly showing off our new facilities.

GO I N G  WES T  B O O KS  &

MUSEU M S  AOT E A R OA

 WR I T ER S  FES T I VA L

CO M ES  TO  T E  U R U
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The traditional Maori name for the Waitakere Ranges 
is Te Wao Nui a Tiriwa – The Great Forest of Tiriwa. 
This vast forested tract is the ancestral home of Te 
Kawerau a Maki, who have gifted the gallery its new 
name - Te Uru. Derived from the phrase Te Hau a Uru, 
Te Uru describes the wind that blows from the west,  
a powerful force for local people.

This opening exhibition, the first of many to 
acknowledge the stories of local iwi, references the 
many characteristics of the wind’s elemental force, 
which challenges those who move within its pathway. 
From a mischievous character bringing wild winds,  
to a gentle lover that carries waiata in the breeze,  
Te Uru spreads its messages, knowledge and vision 
from Tiriwa’s mountainous home and across the 
Auckland region, a fitting kaupapa for a new gallery.

Artists include: Rebecca Baumann, Philip Dadson, 
Brett Graham, Te Rongo Kirkwood, Lisa Reihana  
and Tanya Ruka.

1 November – 7 December 2014
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It is claimed that nuclear waste will remain dangerous 
for ten thousand years. Although this simplifies and 
understates the danger, ten thousand years is still 
almost impossible to imagine. The difficulty suggests 
a need for caution. Ten thousand years is also the 
span over which we’ve had climate stability, allowing 
civilisation to develop. They Say Ten Thousand Years 
looks back at the strategies of New Zealand’s  
Nuclear Free movement through the lens of the  
current struggle to avert catastrophic climate change.  
The exhibition considers the imagery of protest 
alongside warning signs for nuclear waste, and 
investigates the role which visual insignia play both in 
conveying danger and in mobilising political opposition. 
Combining semiotic and poetic strategies, the works in 
They Say Ten Thousand Years also build a narrative that 
contests nuclear energy’s potential role in plans  
to prevent climate destabilisation. 

This project has been developed while Amy Howden–
Chapman has been artist–in–residence at McCahon 
House in French Bay from July to October. Usually 
based in Los Angeles, Wellington–born Howden–
Chapman has an MFA from CalArts and last exhibited 
at the Living Art Museum in Reykjavik, Iceland.

1 November – 3 December 2014

A MY  H OWD EN–CH A PM A N 
T H E Y  S AY  T EN  T H O US A N D  Y E A R S
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This year’s Portage Ceramic Awards judge, Takeshi 
Yasuda, brings with him an intimate selection of 
his own recent domestic ware. Yasuda’s early work 
consisted of ash-glazed stoneware, after which he 
explored Sancai and Creamware. Most recently, 
Yasuda has been working with ying qing (‘shadow 
blue’) porcelain, an early celadon glaze created 
primarily during the Song Dynasty (960–1279)  
in Jingdezhen, China. 

The Japanese multi-award winning ceramicist and 
teacher is one of the world’s most celebrated ceramic 
artists. He travels from Jingdezhen, the porcelain 
capital of the world, where he has established his  
own studio, having lived in the UK since 1973.  
A practitioner for more than 50 years, Takeshi’s work is 
held in major public and private collections worldwide, 
including the Victoria and Albert Museum.

1 November – 7 December 2014 
See page 11 for related event details

TA KESH I  YA SU DA
R ECEN T  WO R K
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The Portage Ceramic Awards exhibition is an 
annual showcase for the diversity of ceramic artists 
throughout New Zealand. Established in 2001,  
the awards are the country’s best-known barometer 
for developments in the field of ceramics. The 2014 
judge is Takeshi Yasuda, who brings a wealth of 
experience to the awards, including a deep knowledge 
of both Asian and English traditions, which have been 
influential in New Zealand.

Join us at the awards ceremony and exhibition  
opening to see who wins the coveted Premier Award 
of $15,000; the Merit Awards totaling $6,000, and the 
Peoples Choice Award of $1,000. Added to this  
year’s prize selection is a scholarship to participate  
in a workshop programme at Peters Valley School of 
Craft in New Jersey, USA, extending our commitment 
to helping build international profile and networks for  
the New Zealand ceramics community.

Phone 817 8087 to purchase tickets to the awards 
night. Tickets are $40, which includes refreshments, 
an exhibition catalogue and the earliest opportunity to 
purchase an award-winning work.

Awards Night: Thursday 6 November 
7 November 2014 – 8 February 2015 
See page 10 for further Portage events

P O RTAG E  CER A M I C 
AWA R DS  2014
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The History of Lopdell House  
and the Future for Te Uru 
Hotel Titirangi, or Lopdell House as it was later 
renamed, is a category 1 heritage building with  
a colourful history that dates back to the 1930s.  
Lopdell House has just undergone a two-year, $19 
million seismic upgrade and heritage restoration, 
including the construction of the new, purpose-built 
contemporary gallery, Te Uru. Along with the Treasure 
House, they collectively form the newly established 
Lopdell Precinct to deliver quality arts, theatre and 
cultural programming for the community.
 
Local historians Bruce and Trixie Harvey will talk with 
Te Uru director, Andrew Clifford, about the many lives 
of this much-loved building, followed by details of what 
to expect from the highly anticipated contemporary 
gallery after the November opening. 

Part of the Auckland Heritage Festival 2014.

Saturday 11 October, 3pm–4.30pm
Lopdell House, Seminar Room

TA L K

EV
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R ESI D EN T S  I N  R ESI D EN CE

Local artists making work in and about their community 
was the parting theme for Lopdell House Gallery’s last 
month of operation in New Lynn in August. Local arts 
collective Whau the People made the gallery their HQ 
to focus on co-creating the Whau Arts Festival, which 
will be part of Auckland Art Week. Centred in Avondale, 
the Whau Arts Festival will feature exhibitions, music, 
performances and walking tours during its inaugural  
run from 16–19 October 2014.

FO R  WH AU  A RT S  FES T I VA L
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Clay O’Clock: An Auckland Festival of Ceramics 
Coinciding with this year’s Portage Ceramic Awards 
exhibition opening, there is a wealth of ceramic art 
exhibitions taking place across Auckland. Here is an 
opportunity to experience this citywide celebration 
of clay with a bespoke bus tour. Meet at the first 
destination, NorthArt in Northcote, or join the tour 
en route at Te Uru and continue onto the central city 
venues. Part of the Auckland Heritage Festival 2014. 

9.30am  
Claytime: an exhibition of artists making ceramics  
at NorthArt

11.00am 
Judge Takeshi Yasuda’s tour of the Portage Ceramic 
Awards at Te Uru

1.00pm
Ceramics by John Roy and Bronwynne Cornish  
at Masterworks

Lunch  

2.00pm  
Window works by Virginia Leonard at Objectspace 
 
3.00pm 
Emily Siddell, glass and clay at FhE Galleries

3.45pm
Richard Stratton at Anna Miles Gallery

4.30pm 
Ceramic books and pottery on display at Jason Books

5.00pm 
Opening of Mudlark: Ceramics by Bronwynne Cornish at 
Gus Fisher Gallery

6.00pm 
Return to NorthArt or Te Uru

For bookings and further information contact: 
gusfishergallery@auckland.ac.nz

Saturday 8 November 2014

P O RTAG E  E V EN T S
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Judge's Tour
The judge’s tour is always a highlight of the Portage 
Ceramic Awards’ opening festivities. We’re very 
fortunate to have Japanese-British ceramicist and 
teacher Takeshi Yasuda as this year’s international 
judge. A practitioner for more than 50 years, his deep 
knowledge of both Asian and English traditions will 
bring a unique perspective to his selection process, 
which he will explain as he guides us through the 
exhibition in conversation with this year’s award 
winners. You can also join the Clay O’Clock: An 
Auckland Festival of Ceramics tour of exhibitions  
across Auckland (see opposite). 

Saturday 8 November, 11am FREE
 
Takeshi Yasuda Pottery demonstration
To spend a day watching a master potter at work is a 
rare treat. Takeshi Yasuda first trained from 1963-66 
at the Daisei-Gama Pottery in Mashiko, Japan,  
and established his original studio there. After 50 
years working with a range of techniques in Japan, 
Britain and China, he brings a wealth of experience.  
This is a unique chance to join one of the world’s  
most celebrated ceramic artists for an intimate  
studio session and a shared pot-luck lunch  
hosted by Auckland Studio Potters.

Sunday 9 November, 10am–3pm
Auckland Studio Potters, 
96 Captain Springs Road, Onehunga

Bookings  
Tickets $30, contact asp@ceramics.co.nz
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Be the first to experience the brand new purpose–built 
education space within our new gallery, Te Uru. With five 
new gallery spaces, there will always be opportunities 
to engage your students, from curator–guided gallery 
tours, to our innovative hands–on workshop series. 
Our first workshop series is based on contemporary 
sculpture practices with themes that relate to place, 
identity and culture. 

Our programmes are designed to allow students to 
develop their creative thinking skills while learning 
new techniques and processes that motivate positive 
outcomes.  All workshops are aligned to the current key 
competencies and curriculum guidelines.

2 hour workshop 
Single booking $5 per student 
Multiple bookings $4 per student 
All materials supplied 
Workshop times 
Mornings 9.30–11.30am  
Afternoons 12.30–2.30pm 

Bookings 
09 817 8087 ext. 204 or education@lopdell.org.nz

T ER M  4 WO R K SH O P S

ED
U
C
AT
IO
N

P R I M A RY  A N D
I N T ER M ED I AT E  SCH O O L S
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3D clay play: Contemporary vessels 
Visit the Portage Ceramic Awards to view the latest 
trends in clay from around New Zealand. This show 
will delight students and encourage them to create 
a small-scale sculptural vessel. We’ll also view 
the ceramic work of Takeshi Yasuda, this year’s 
internationally acclaimed judge. Students will use 
special air-drying clay, then alter the shape using  
clay-modelling tools, completing with watercolour 
washes and simple sgraffito designs in the white  
clay surface. (Yrs. 2–8, art, technology and history) 

Taonga of the west wind  
Students get the chance to visit our opening exhibition, 
Te Hau a Uru, which explores place, identity and our 
brand new gallery name - Te Uru. We’ll see a range  
of exciting contemporary media including cloaks  
made from glass by Te Rongo Kirkwood.  
Students will think about how artists utilise new 
materials and technologies to make us understand 
their ideas. Using a range of mixed media, including 
clay and plaster, students will make artefacts inspired 
by their visit to Te Uru. (Yrs. 3–8, art, technology,  
history and Te Reo)
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Swell
Join us in the Titirangi library for an interactive 
storytelling workshop inspired by our new publication 
SWELL. This pop-up book is based on the work of 
famous Waitakere artist Judy Millar and has been 
produced by a team of three very different creative 
people: Judy Millar herself has created original work  
for the book; Trish Gribben has written a magical poem;  
and Paper Engineer Phillip Fickling has constructed 
amazing 3-D pop-ups. Experiment with taped-together 
marker pens to create random, abstract patterns and 
then cut, fold and glue together to make an original  
3D sculpture.

Wednesday 1 October, 10.30am and 2.30pm    
Titirangi Library, FREE  
Bookings essential  
09 817 0011 or erica.clarke@aucklandcouncil.govt.nz
 

H O L I DAY  P R O G R A M M E
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InterACT – Collage portrait workshop
InterACT is a 3-day festival of workshops celebrating  
the achievements of disabled people through creativity.  
This year our workshop will celebrate identity through  
the process of transforming a cardboard figurine  
into a unique self-portrait using an exciting range  
of mixed media. 

Wednesday 22 October, 10.30am–2pm    
Corban Estate Arts Centre, FREE

Primary and Intermediate Teachers Evening
McCahon House and Te Uru warmly invite primary  
and intermediate educators to join us for a free, 
informative evening outlining our upcoming programmes.   
Join us for light refreshments and discover how these 
exciting and focused educational opportunities  
can benefit your students.

Wednesday 17 September, 5pm–6pm  
Seminar room, Level 1, Lopdell House,  
418 Titirangi Road, Titirangi 
To register interest: education@lopdell.org.nz 
09 817 8087 ext. 204
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We welcome classes for a tour of our brand new gallery. 
It is free to visit the exhibition spaces, but make sure  
you book so we can support the visit with a  
guided curator talk.

TTCF Secondary School Art Scholarship
In collaboration with The Trusts Charitable Foundation, 
Te Uru presents the annual TTCF Secondary Schools 
Art Scholarship. With generous support from The 
Trusts Community Foundation, one lucky student will 
win a $5,000 scholarship towards their course fees, 
supporting them during their first year of study at any 
New Zealand tertiary art institution. Other generous 
prizes include a photography award sponsored by Apix 
Photographic Suppliers, as well as the Gordon Harris 
Drawing and Painting award. All students have their 
work exhibited at Unitec.  

Important dates 
Thursday 4 September, 6pm  
Exhibition Opening,  
Library foyer, Building 1, Unitec 
4–11 September Exhibition duration 
17–22 September Collection of artwork  
from Lopdell House, level 1 in Titirangi

H I G H  SCH O O L S
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Te Uru and McCahon House  
Museum tandem visits
If you’re coming to Te Uru, why not visit McCahon 
House Museum too – the cottage is only a 5 minute  
drive from the gallery. Students get to view 
contemporary art at Te Uru followed by a tour  
of the McCahon cottage in French Bay.

Design a Kauri Poster competition 
This is a call out to all artistic students from years 
3–13 to create a poster that responds to the current 
issue of kauri dieback. Get creative with your selected 
media using photography, painting or design to 
generate an image that conveys a message around 
these concerns. One outstanding, original design will 
be selected and reproduced in a print run. Check our 
website for an online entry form. Further information 
on kauri dieback disease can be found at  
www.kauridieback.co.nz

Come and see a selection of finished kauri posters  
on display in Te Uru’s new education space and 
respond by making a special kauri dieback  
postcard to take away.
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Educators Art Development is a series of open arts-
intensive classes designed to assist in the up-skilling  
of early childhood through to primary school teachers,  
as well as other art educators in specialist areas.  
The aim of these workshops is to help you engage  
with your students in a more confident exploration  
of the arts. We also provide you with a lesson plan  
to take back into your classroom. These workshops  
are delivered in your school and can be incorporated  
as professional development days or as an  
afterschool workshop. 

Term 3: Printmaking Tuesday 23 September   
Term 4: Mixed media sculpture Tuesday 11 November  
$25 per session covers all materials 
classes run from 4–6pm  
Bookings  
09 817 8087 ext. 201 or info@lopdell.org.nz

Printmaking, 23 September 
Printmaking is one of the oldest art forms dating back 
to the first cave drawings. There are so many different 
ways you can utilise this skill to encourage creative 
mark-making with your students.

Mixed media sculpture, 11 November 
Our first art educator session in the new education 
space. Learn an array of mixed media techniques  
while you sculpt and decorate a 3D form inspired  
by this year’s Portage Ceramic Award works.

ED U C ATO R S  A RT

D E V ELO PM EN T  2014
 ED U C ATO R S  A RT
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CO M I N G  U P

AT  T E  U R U 
We will be offering fresh educational opportunities  
to a broader audience in our new education space.  
We will reveal a range of weekend workshops;  
drop in activities in the gallery, after school and holiday 
classes (from beginners through to advanced levels) 
pitched for pre schoolers through to adults starting 
in 2015. Keep an eye on our website for updates and 
booking details under LEARN. In the meantime we 
will be offering several drop in activities for families 
starting with our grand opening in November.  

Grand Opening drop in activities 
Visit our new education space and participate in  
some hands-on activities. Make a special Te Uru 
badge, create a kauri dieback postcard or take part  
in our collaborative artwork – Wild West Scape.

1–2 November, 11–3pm FREE 

Wild West Scape 
To celebrate our name change and new education 
space, we invite people of all ages to participate in  
a collaborative artwork. This growing installation  
will signify our new name, Te Uru. Get inspired by  
our amazing location, history and Maori mythology  
to create a symbol that relates to our sense of place  
out West, inspired by past, present and future links. 
Each individual work will be backed with a magnet, 
allowing for an ever-changing image on a  
Wild West Scape. 

CO M I N G  U P



20

 M CC A H O N  H O USE  N E W S
Auckland Heritage Festival Talk  
Kauri Dieback with Stacey Hill 
Learn more about the Kauri Dieback programme from 
Biosecurity Advisor Stacey Hill and the future of the 
iconic kauri that inspired much of Colin McCahon’s 
work during his Titirangi years.

Sunday 28 September, 11am–12pm, FREE

Auckland Heritage Festival Talk  
Titirangi Architecture with Lynda Simmons 
Registered architect, Lynda Simmons, has worked 
in New York, Vancouver and London and recently 
completed her M.Arch research in the field of  
New Zealand architectural history 1960s-70s.  
Her talk will focus on the architecture produced during 
the years Colin McCahon lived in Titirangi, and how the 
buildings in the area have changed since.  
Examples will include Titirangi pole houses designed 
by her father, Neil Simmons, as well as residential 
examples in an early Modernist International Style 
including those influenced by The Group.

Sunday 5 October, 11am–12pm, FREE 

Art Week Tour 
The McCahon House Residency Art Collection now 
adorns the halls of Lopdell House. The collection is 
unique. The works have all been developed within the 
same context and represent over 20 New Zealand 
artists during their emerging or mid career phase. 
During Artweek, former Lopdell House Gallery curator, 
Kate Wells, will provide an interpretative tour through 
the works.  

Saturday 18 October, 2pm, FREE

Artists’ Residency Studio Artist Talk 
Meet resident artist Amy Howden–Chapman to find 
out where her “investigation into the history of the anti-
nuclear movement in New Zealand and its parallels with 
today’s movements to stop catastrophic climate change” 
has led her practice during the three-month residency. 
Some work from her research will be on view.

Saturday 18 October, 3pm, FREE 
www.mccahonhouse.org.nz
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1  N OV E M B ER  – 3  D ECE M B ER 
They Say Ten Thousand Years: Amy Howden–Chapman 

1  N OV E M B ER  – 7  D ECE M B ER 
Recent Work: Takeshi Yasuda  

1  N OV E M B ER  – 7  D ECE M B ER 
Te Hau A Uru: A Message from the West:  

Rebecca Baumann, Philip Dadson, Brett Graham,  
Te Rongo Kirkwood, Lisa Reihana, and Tanya Ruka 

7  N OV E M B ER  – 8 FEB R UA RY 
Portage Ceramic Awards

28 AU G U S T  – 14  SEP T E M B ER   
Going West Books & Writers Festival 

1 1  O C TO B ER   
Talk: The History of Lopdell House and  
The Future of Te Uru 

1  –  2  N OV E M B ER   
Te Uru Opening Weekend  

6 N OV E M B ER   
Portage Ceramic Awards Night 2014 

8 N OV E M B ER   
Clay O’Clock: An Auckland Festival of Ceramics 

9 N OV E M B ER   
Takeshi Yasuda Pottery demonstration

E V EN T S

E XH I B I T I O N S

O N  T H E  WES T  WI N D
T H IS  SP R I N G
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Become a member of Lopdell House Society 
and support a gallery dedicated to presenting 
contemporary art through a diverse programme of 
exhibitions and events.

J O I N  TO D AY  TO  R E C E I V E  T H E  FO L LO W I N G  B E N E F I T S

− invitations to exhibition previews and events
−quarterly newsletters
−10% discount from the Gallery Shop  
  (excludes magazines and cards)
−three free exhibition catalogues
−free entry to the Portage Ceramic Awards competition

NAME (MR/MRS/MS)

ADDRESS

             POSTCODE 

PHONE

EMAIL

P L E A S E  T I C K

 Student*/senior $20 (with current ID)

 Individual  $40

 Couple/family $55

 Corporate  $500

 Life member  $500

STUDENT ID NO.

P AY M E N T  D E TA I L S

 cheque enclosed, payable to Lopdell House Society

or charge my card   Visa   Mastercard   AMEX

CARD NUMBER 

NAME ON CARD

EXPIRY DATE

CARDHOLDER’S SIGNATURE

Return with payment to Lopdell House Society  
PO Box 60109, Titirangi, Auckland 0642

P AY  O N L I N E  lopdell.org.nz/index.cfm/support/ 

  membership 

Q U E R I E S   info@teuru.org.nz

A N  I N V I TAT I O N
T O  S U P P O R T  T E  U R U

Te Uru is operated by Lopdell House Society,  

a registered charity CC41215
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Contact us
+64 9 817 8087

info@teuru.org.nz

 
PO Box 60109  
Titirangi 
Auckland 0642

Visit us 
Opening 1st November

Monday–Sunday 
10am to 4.30pm

420 Titirangi Road 
Titirangi 
Auckland 

teuru.org.nz

Te Uru is operated by Lopdell House Society,  

a registered charity CC41215
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